that established the parameters of traditional agriculture the "biological old regime." In antiquity, tensions developed between city-dwelling farmers and nomadic hunter-gatherers that led to the rise of warfare and of empires (e.g.: Mughals, Chinese, the Mamluk Sultanate, the Persians and Romans), which protected farmland and the residents of their territories. Between the economic centers of Eurasia, trade goods, technologies, and ideas travelled over long distances. In this interconnected world diseases also spread, including the Bubonic plague, which entered western Eurasia in the thirteenth century via trade with the Mongol empire. The vast population loss from the Black Death had far-reaching consequences in subsequent years.
Turning to the expansion of trade and political influence, Marks highlights the importance of the Zheng He voyages , often lost in the prevailing emphasis on Chistopher Columbus' and Vasco de Gama's travel at the turn of the fifteenth century. Admiral Zheng He's voyages demonstrated the military, economic, and technological achievements of Chinese culture to peoples in Southeast Asia, India, and the eastern coast of Africa. Thus, China appeared as the first early modern economic powerhouse. In fact, Chinese influence over commerce extended to the Indian Ocean, which allowed several trade centers throughout Eurasia to operate. The Portuguese, however, through a "conjuncture" of firearm development, interest in spices, and their navigational advances, were able to take control of trade in the Indian Ocean, and exact tariffs from Indian, Chinese, African, and Muslim traders. Access to the Indian Ocean allowed the Portuguese to profit from the wealth of the East without overland trade through hostile Muslim territory. The Portuguese who sailed counted themselves among the survivors of the Bubonic Plague and had forged a new means to improve their lot. Marks observes that in spite of burgeoning Portuguese maritime trade, Islamic empires, "continued to limit what 3 Europeans could and could not do in the world" (64). Portuguese economic influence, as well as the Chinese demand for silver, would shape the next phase of early modernity.
Marks's observations on the importance of early modern empires take into account imperial successes and failures. The Spanish empire expanded their territory throughout the Americas and even to the Philippines (not to mention ports in Africa). The silver and other natural resources the Spanish exploited in the Western Hemisphere opened doors to the goods of the East, which allowed Spain to also avoid dangerous and costly overland trade. However, the Spanish were unable to found an empire in Europe, which limited their economic influence in Eurasia. However, Spain's inability to rule Europe (Christendom), coupled with their desire for Chinese silk and luxury goods, which led them to spend the silver and gold they extracted from the Americas on Chinese manufactured products and on expensive wars in Europe.
It is difficult to overstate the pivotal role of Spain in the making of the modern world, due to its prosperity, its application of various kinds of violence over a vast geographic region, and the legislative precedents resulting from their colonial project. In his treatment of Spanish The military industrial complexes of nations in the global north have promoted divisions among peoples and impacted the environment in unprecedented ways. Humanity moves along through uncharted territory. Our "great departure" from the biological old regime has led to a new age of environmental impact, which Marks calls the "Anthropocene" (123-24; 201-206) . How can humanity provide "a decent standard of living" for a growing global population, while at the same time stopping and correcting the negative environmental effects of "twentieth-century models of industrial development" (205)? Marks remains optimistic about humans' good will and ability to balance their needs with environmental limits. In the conclusion section of Chapter Six, useful to instructors and students alike, Marks reviews the four waves of globalization that the book has presented (Spanish, British, Cold War, and US-led capitalism). He then ventures a series of conjectures about the "shape of the future," the most salient of which is a tentative prediction of the economic ascent of China.
While Marks presents the book as an overview of modern economic history, from another point of view, the book provides a history of secularism. Scholars and students of the history of ideas may thus be disappointed at the book's relative silence on pivotal moments in early modernity including the Protestant Reformation, the Enlightenment, and Revolutions. In addition, Marks' analytical approach of emphasizing conjunctures gives way at times to passages devoted to musing about hypothetical historical trajectories. In the end, understanding the way history "would have been if x, y, or z had been different" does not shed light on the causal relationships between past events as they have occurred. Other content that similarly falls out of step with the main arguments of the book, the environmental analysis come as paragraphs appended to sections that explain the contingencies that led to the economic rise of Europe. 
